FRICK   IN   HIGH   COMMAND
cablegram from Senator Stephen B. Elkins, of West
Virginia. It read: "Use cipher."
Carnegie explained that he and Elkins had arranged
a simple code for use in an emergency* Blaine was "Vic-
tor". Benjamin Harrison was "Tramp" and so on. "All
right," directed Blaine. "Wire Elkins to swing my
strength to Harrison." Carnegie's cable of June 25,1888,
read: "Too late. Victor immovable. Take Trump." Thus,
easily, was political history made.
Andy, as became a practical man with tariff interests
to protect, contributed heavily to the Harrison coffers
and was influential in the appointment of the Honorable
Matthew Stanley Quay as campaign manager. "Don't
talk much," Quay told Harrison. "I don't like spout-
ing candidates." Quay had succeeded the Cameron dy-
nasty, Simon, father, and Don, son, in control of poli-
tics in Pennsylvania. Fond of the classics, he is chiefly
remembered for a phrase in a letter recommending one
of the faithful for a job in the State Treasurer's officer
"He understands addition, division and silence." Quay,
a graduate of Jefferson College, could descend without
effort from the quiet elevation of fine literature to
punishing a district boss or levying tribute upon a cor-
poration. His fellow director of the G. O. P. machine
was the Honorable Thomas Collier Platt, of New York.
Platt was a great reader of the Bible.
Carnegie found both gentlemen charming compan-
ions, on occasion. He was very fond, also, of his agent in
Cleveland, Mark Hanna. Even then Hanna was groom-
ing for higher honors a stout, rather platitudinous con-
gressman from Ohio named William McKinley. Con-
gressman McKInley's brother, Abner, was long a resi-
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